
Approved Experiential Essay Topics 
Humanities 

Essay topics should be selected based off of personal or professional experience and the needs of the student 
program. Students should contact an academic advisor to determine program needs. 

Possible Course Duplication - This identifies possible course duplication between the essay topic and other 
coursework. The essay descriptions listed below could duplicate the courses indicated and/or any other 
coursework required or completed. Please contact your AC or plac@phoenix.edu to verify there is no duplication 
with your chosen topic before writing an essay. 

Possible Supporting Documentation - This section identifies possible or recommended supporting documentation 
for the chosen topic. This is to assist students in choosing appropriate documentation. It is not all inclusive. If you 
are unable to provide the possible supporting documentation identified please contact PLA customer service to 
discuss other options for appropriate documentation. 

Credit for Religious Studies courses is awarded for demonstration of ability to analyze religious beliefs and 
practices in the context of a scholarly discipline such as literature, philosophy, history, archeology or sociology. A 
description of personal and/or church beliefs and their origins is not the equivalent of college-level learning. 
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3 UDSouthwest Indian Arts and Crafts Humanities 

Lower Division Topics 
Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Appreciation of Music, Art, Dance, or Theater (select only one) 3 LD Humanities 

Course Description 

Select one area and discuss the evolution of the area as it connects to history, technology, and politics. The 
following subtopics are to be addressed: 

Subtopic 1: historical development of the art form in a specific cultural context 

Subtopic 2: the vocabulary and design principles of the art form 

Subtopic 3: materials, processes, and communicative medium involved in the art form 

Subtopic 4: role of the artist in creating and executing the art form 

Subtopic 5: impact of the culture on the art form 

Subtopic 6: impact of the art form on culture 

Possible Course Duplication 

This course duplicates HUM/103. This course may duplicate courses of similar content. 

Possible Documentation 

Professional letter, 2 or more personal letters, proof of attendance at events for selected art form, or certificate of 
completion for course of similar content 

Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Bible Literature 3 LD Humanities 





Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Language and Culture 3 LD Humanities 

Course Description 

Experience in the use and application of language to culture. Discuss the use of language and the effects on 
culture and how culture effects language. The following subtopics are to be addressed: 

Subtopic 1: Discuss the role of media’s influence on language and culture. 

Subtopic 2: Discuss the influence of science and technology in language and culture. 

Subtopic 3: Discuss how slang is influenced by culture. 

Subtopic 4: Discuss how vocabulary can be both expanded and limited through cultural influences. 

Subtopic 5: Discuss changes in meaning of language and idiomatic expressions in everyday language. 

Subtopic 6: Discuss the impact advertising has on language. 

Possible Course Duplication 

This course may duplicate courses of similar content. 

Possible Documentation 

Professional letter, 2 or more personal letters, proof of mission or residence in country with a different native 
language, or certificate of completion for course of similar content 

Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Religion and the Arts 3 LD Humanities 

Course Description 

Students should use one or more artistic forms including, but not limited to, painting, sculpture, architecture, 
music, literature, and dance. The following subtopics are to be addressed: 

Subtopic 1: religious beliefs 

Subtopic 2: themes 

Subtopic 3: values 

Subtopic 4: cultural context of art form 

Subtopic 5: economic context of art form 

Subtopic 6: how artistic work develops using religion 

Possible Course Duplication 

This course may duplicate courses of similar content. 

Possible Documentation 

Professional letter, 2 or more personal letters, or certificate of completion for course of similar content 



Upper Division Topics 
Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Analysis of Cultural Expression 3 UD Humanities 

Course Description 

The student should describe and analyze selected modes of cultural expression. Discuss the value systems of the 
society, cultural group, and/or historical setting using a comparative or developmental approach. The following 
subtopics are to be addressed: 

Subtopic 1: Music 

Subtopic 2: Art 

Subtopic 3: Literature 

Subtopic 4: Philosophy and religion 

Subtopic 5: Theater 

Subtopic 6: Photography 

Possible Course Duplication 

This course may duplicate courses of similar content. 

Possible Documentation 

Professional letter, 2 or more personal letters, proof of ethnicity within a specific cultural group, or certificate of 
completion from course of similar content 

Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Comparative Religion 3 UD Humanities 

Course Description 

A comparison of religious history, philosophy, and teachings of two or more of the 12 major world’s religions. The 
12 acceptable religions are Hinduism, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Buddhism, Shinto, Confucianism, Jainism, 
Taoism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, and Baha'i. A comparison of a sect within a major world religion in not eligible 
to be addressed. The following subtopics are to be addressed: 

Subtopic 1: Comparison of religious history 

Subtopic 2: Comparison of philosophy and teachings 

Subtopic 3: The cultural context from which the religions arose 

Subtopic 4: The effect of the religions upon moral values within the cultures 

Subtopic 5: The effect of the religions upon social attitudes within the cultures 

Subtopic 6: The effect of the religions upon spiritual beliefs within the cultures 

Possible Course Duplication 

This course may duplicate courses of similar content. 3 UD Humanities 3 UD 

This course malicaotCredit Ae 







Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Ethnic Literature 3 UD Humanities 

Course Description 

The following subtopics are to be addressed: 

Subtopic 1: Identify major writers of ethnic fiction, non-fiction, autobiographical, and biographical materials. 

Subtopic 2: Provide an analysis of the authors' expressed or assumed purpose for the writing. 

Subtopic 3: Compare and contrast the literary styles of the writers. 

Subtopic 4: Identify themes, their differences and commonalities across the writing. 

Subtopic 5: Discuss the symbolism used and its relation to the ethnic experience. 

Subtopic 6: Analyze the chosen genre of each author. 

Possible Course Duplication 

This course may duplicate courses of similar content. 

Possible Documentation 

Professional letter, 2 or more personal letters, proof of ethnicity, proof of residence in country of origin of selected 
ethnic group, proof of mission amongst selected ethnic group, or certificate of completion for course of similar 
content 

Course Title Credit Award General Education 

Ethnic Music 3 UD Humanities 

Course Description 

The following subtopics are to be addressed: 
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